Burren & Cliffs of Moher Geopark

The process of achieving an award of European Geopark status for the Burren and Cliffs of Moher continued last week with a visit to North Clare made by members of the European Geoparks Network.  The visit allowed the Geoparks Network members to experience first-hand the high-standard of tourism and recreation facilities, education initiatives, and community-led programmes in the Burren. 

The European Geoparks Network evaluators visited a variety of locations in the Burren throughout the four day visit to get an insight into the variety of experiences available to tourists and local communities in the region. Visits to the Cliffs of Moher and Doolin Cave offered a taste of the unique geology in the region, whilst the archaeological story was told on visits to Poulnabrone Portal Tomb and Caherconnell Stone Fort, where archaeologists were actively digging and making new discoveries. At the source of the Fergus River near Roughan Hill, the Geopark evaluators were treated to a smorgasbord of stories about farming, social history, and local folklore by members of the Clare Farm Heritage Tours co-op. Visits to the Burren Centre Kilfenora, Kilnaboy XPO, and Lisdoonvarna Spa Wells and the Burren Outdoor Education Centre gave the visiting team an appreciation of various community-led initiatives in the region. Throughout the four day visit the evaluators met with a variety of people who are actively involved in tourism, education, conservation, and business in North Clare.

In October 2010, Burren Connect and Clare County Council, with the support of Shannon Development and the Geological Survey of Ireland, submitted an application to the European Geoparks Network.  European Geopark status is awarded to regions that have an internationally reknowned geological landscape and well established sustainable regional development programmes. The Burren’s iconic geological landscape, with its widely celebrated archaeology and ecology, owes its unique personality to some six thousand years of continued and careful farming culture. Throw in the Burren’s identity as a source of traditional music, dancing, match-making, Gaelic games, food, art and literature, and you have a thriving natural and cultural landscape that is hard to find throughout the world. 

Established in 2000, the European Geoparks Network currently comprises forty-three regions in seventeen European countries. At present, two regions in Ireland enjoy this prestigious award; the Marble Arch Caves region in Cavan/Fermanagh, and the Copper Coast in Waterford. European Geopark status is solely an award for a region. It is not a legislative designation, and therefore it cannot affect existing planning or land-use legislation.

If successful, the award of European Geopark for the Burren and Cliffs of Moher will help to promote and support local initiatives in tourism, education, and conservation, whilst also communicating the fascinating story of the Burren’s ancient landscape.

A series of public meetings have been held throughout North Clare since 2008 to explain the proposed Geopark. Contributions and issues raised at each meeting were presented to the Geopark Network members during last week’s visit.  A further public meeting will be held in September to provide an update on the Geopark project. Information will available in the local press and on this   website.
