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Burren Connect.

In 2010 the Burren Connect project continued to build on the work of previous years to establish environmental protection and sustainable visitor management in the Burren region of County Clare. 
The project was fortunate in attracting continued support and co-funding from the Northern Periphery Programme, Shannon Development, the Geological Survey of Ireland, Failte Ireland, the Heritage Council and Clare Local Development Company. 
We wish to thank our Steering Committee and Advisory Committee for their ongoing support and direction.

We are grateful for help and assistance from the Community, Enterprise and Tourism section, the Road Design section, the Forward Planning section, the Heritage Officer, Clare Tourism Forum and the Ennistymon Area Office. 
The following is a list and brief description of the projects undertaken in 2010. Further information is provided on the project web site www.burrenconnect.ie. 
· Applied for Geopark Status to the European Geoparks Network (EGN). The application can be viewed at http://www.burrenconnect.ie/geopark/geop.html.This application was co-funded by Shannon Development and the Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI). Funding received from GSI to manage the assessment by the EGN in 2011 and continue the work programme established in 2010.
· Administrated the Irish partnership of the final year of NEED (Northern Environmental Education Development), a trans-national co-operation project between Finland, Iceland, Norway and Ireland and part of the Interreg IVB Northern Periphery Programme 2007-2013. The aim of the project is to increase environmental awareness and skills in communicating geology in schools, visitor centres and nature based tourism businesses, thereby helping to conserve natural environments and cultural heritage and to create more jobs and sustainable economic opportunities for local people. This year, in October, we hosted an international conference with over 50 delegates, we developed training and education modules in geology for schools and businesses involved in environmental education and guiding, we developed and launched the overall project website www.GeoNEED.org. We have developed publications, maps and guides to geology in the Burren, produced a DVD version of the CD Rom The Burren; an Information CD, and developed an adult education course in geology with the Burren Outdoor Education Centre. This project is co-funded by Shannon Development and the Geological Survey of Ireland.
· Set up and administrated the Burren Ecotourism Network (BEN); a group of 20 businesses in the Burren interested in sustainable tourism development. Organised training, national ecotourism accreditation, marketing and business planning for the group. We managed the development of a BEN network logo and website and researched and established baseline data for future reference on the development of the ecotourism sector. Received co-funding from Failte Ireland and Shannon Development.
· Received funding from the Heritage Council to work with Burrenbeo Trust, Burren Farming for Conservation Project and Burren IFA to develop a ‘Burren Charter’ in consultation with Burren communities and stakeholder agencies.
· Received funding for participation in a 3 year Interreg IVB Northern Periphery Programme 2007-2013 called TransTourism, a trans-national co-operation project between Sweden, Iceland, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Ireland. The aim of the project is to implement new and improved public transport and related information services for locals and visitors in and around the Burren. The new services will improve accessibility by public transport and encourage lower car dependency by tourists, leading to longer term economic and environmental benefits. This project is co-funded by Shannon Development and Failte Ireland.
· Received funding from Clare Local Development Company (CLDC) for a full architectural and archaeological survey, conservation plan and tender documents for the conservation of Carran Medieval Church, a much visited site which is in danger of collapse.
· Co-ordinated the production of plans and application for funding to CLDC for access to Flaggy Shore beach in cooperation with the New Quay Development Group.

· Applied to Failte Ireland Infrastructural Funds for grant aid for the development of access, infrastructural improvements, signage and interpretation for a series of heritage trails in the Burren; at Flaggy Shore, Fanore Dunes, Doolin Point, Lisdoonvarna Spa Wells, Caran Turlough and Lough Bunny.
· Finalised the purchase of pull in/parking areas at Blackhead on the R477. Applied to Failte Ireland Infrastructural Funds for grant aid for the development of these areas; wall building, surfacing, drainage and signage.

· Liaised with a number of agencies and stakeholders to produce ‘Best Practice Guidelines for developing Walking Trails’ as a guide for further access in the Burren which can be adapted for the rest of the county and elsewhere.

· Participated on the Clare Trails Steering Group and Doolin Liscannor Walk Group for the development of trails in the Burren.
· Finalised the text and images for ‘Fanore’s Outdoors; a look at the natural history of Fanore Dunes,’ a publication covering the geology, flora and fauna of this protected habitat.

· Produced signage and leaflets on the Burren Code and a ‘Build no Cairns’ campaign to limit the building of mini dolmens and cairns on the protected limestone pavement, an EU Priority Habitat.
· Researched for and produced a template for visitor signage at each of the main villages in the Burren as part of the Burren Signage Plan which can be viewed on our project website at http://www.burrenconnect.ie/signageplan.html.
· Co-ordinated the continued promotion of the Burren Passport.
· Continued the maintenance of the Burren Information Points at nine locations throughout the Burren and updated the information on the Information Points web site on ‘Things to do’, ‘Places to eat’, ‘Places to stay’. Liaised with Clare Tourism Forum on the provision of local information.
· Completed the ninth Viewing Point in Carran village, overlooking Carran Turlough.
· Researched the feasibility of applying for an EU LIFE + Environmental Policy and Governance grant which would focus on the decoupling of tourism growth from environmental impact in the Burren. Assistance and advice provided by Burren Farming for Conservation Project (formally Burren LIFE) and Shannon Development.

· Continued the maintenance and updating of the project website www.Burrenconnect.ie. Further details of the above projects can be found on this website.
· Short listed for 3rd consecutive year for Chambers Ireland Excellence in Local Government Awards.
Burren Connect Project, January 2011

