MEDIA RELEASES
	Burren Passport –Revamped and 
Re-launched


Tuesday 14th April 2009 – Thousands of visitors who visit the Burren each year are to benefit from a revised guide to the world famous region. The Burren Passport, was initiated by a group of local businesses to provide useful information for visitors to the Burren. The Burren Centre Kilfenora, Doolin Cave, Kilfenora Hostel and Burren Equestrian have been working with the Burren Connect Project to produce a concise guide book that offers readers information written by various experts on the subjects of Geology, Archaeology, Agriculture, History, Flora, Fauna, Folklore and Culture. The guide also contains information relating to Burren-based activities, festivals and events that are relevant to the local towns and villages, local produce and crafts, places to eat and drink, visitor centres, recommended reading, useful contacts and websites of interest. 

The revamped second edition has been made available throughout the Burren and contains a range of new features, including a fold out map of the Region.
According to Ms. Edel Hayes, Burren Connect Project, “The Burren Passport is part of the Information Provision element of the Burren Connect Project’s strategy to increase awareness and appreciation of the landscape and culture in and around the Burren. This second edition is now a vibrant purple, has many more listings and a new and improved fold-out map on the inside back cover” 

Version 2 of the Passport will be available from mid April at the nine Information Points located at various visitor centres throughout the Burren as well as at most accommodation providers in the Burren region of Clare and Galway. You will also find the Passport at the Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience as well as most other Tourist locations throughout Clare and Galway including Bunratty Folk Park, Coole Park etc. It can also be downloaded from the Burren Connect website www.burrenconnect.ie .

The Burren Connect Project has distributed an interactive information CD-ROM about the Burren to businesses and schools throughout the Burren region of Clare and Galway. Over 250 businesses received a copy, as did all national and secondary schools. The CD-ROM was developed by Burren Connect to help local tourism business operators, from B&B families to visitor centre staff, to answer ‘frequently asked questions’ on a range of topics. The CD-ROM uses photographs, text, voice-over and a quiz to give information on Geology and the Landscape, Archaeology and History, Flora and Fauna, Agriculture and Land-Use, Culture and Community. This is developed as part of the Burren Connect strategy to involve local tourism businesses in encouraging visitors to become more aware of, and thereby respect, the environment, culture and traditions of the Burren. 
According to Carol Gleeson Burren Connect Project: ‘The CD-Rom is designed to help local business people to increase their skills as ambassadors for the Burren. We hope people enjoy using the CD-ROM to brush up on their own knowledge and to inform their visitors as well. Knowledge helps people open their eyes to new ways of seeing the Burren and appreciating and respecting its many offerings. It is also a useful resource for the local schools and can be used in conjunction with the Burrenbeo Eco Beo schools programme.’ 
The CD-Rom can be viewed on both the Burren Connect (www.burrenconnect.ie) and Burrenbeo (www.burrenbeo.com websites. 

For further information or comments please contact Carol Gleeson, The Burren Connect Project at 065-7072296 or cgleeson@burren.ie. 

-ENDS-

Notes to Editor:
· Edel Hayes is available for interview. 
· High-resolution images of the Burren are available on request.

Burren Connect Interactive Information CD-ROM distributed to Burren Businesses and Schools.








