	Minutes of Meeting




	Project
	Ecotourism Working Group Meeting
	EWG

	Date 
	15/04/09
	

	Location
	Michael Cusack Centre, Carran 
	

	
	
	


	Attendance
	Person
	Company
	Abbr.

	No
	Cathleen Conole
	Food/Burren Connect Advisory Committee
	CC

	No
	Barbara Faulkner
	Visitor Centre
	BF

	No
	Simon Haden
	Accommodation/EU Flower Accreditation
	SH

	No 
	Birgitta Curtin 
	Slow Food/Accommodation/Visitor
	BC

	YES
	Michael Killeen
	Farming/Education/Outdoor Activities/ Accommodation
	MK

	No
	Patrick McCormack
	Farming/Education/Outdoor Activities
	PMC

	No
	Joanna McInerney
	Education/Learning/Outdoor Activities
	JM

	No
	Colin Bunce
	Education/Learning/Outdoor Activities
	CB

	No
	Marie Neylon
	Accommodation
	MN

	No
	Mary O’Dea
	Farming/Education/Outdoor Activities/Food
	MOD

	YES
	Ruairi O Conchuir
	Farming/Education/Outdoor Activities/Food
	ROC

	YES
	Chris O’Neill
	Arts/ Crafts/ Education/ Learning Activities
	CON

	No
	Maureen Cleary
	Clare Tourism Forum
	MC

	No
	Gloria Callinan
	LEADER
	GC

	No
	Geraldine Enright
	Cliffs of Moher
	GE

	No
	Phil Deegan
	Shannon Development
	PD

	No
	Niall O’Dwyer 
	Doolin Activity Lodge
	NOD

	YES
	Gerry McDonough
	Farm Heritage Tours Coop
	GmcD

	No 
	Christine Grant
	National Monuments Service
	CGrant

	YES
	Robert Cassidy
	Carran Community Council/Walking
	RC

	YES
	Pat Cassidy
	Clare’s Rock Hostel
	PC

	No
	Joan Tarmey
	Environmental Officer Clare Coco 
	JT

	No
	Katherine Webster
	Cliffs of Moher
	KW

	YES
	Tony Kirby
	Heart of the Burren Walks
	TK

	YES
	Carol Gleeson
	Burren Connect Project
	CG

	No
	Edel Hayes
	Burren Connect Project
	EH

	No
	Maria McNamara
	Burren Connect Project
	MMCN

	
	
	
	


	
	
	NOTE

	1.
	Apologies
Marie Neylon
Cathleen Connole

Joanna McInerney


	

	2.
	Discussion of Paddy Matthews Presentation


The summary of Paddy Mathew’s presentation and proposal for a pilot to test the Green Box accreditation system was discussed and a copy of the Greenbox criteria was circulated.
It was agreed that:

The offer would be accepted. The pilot group would consist of the members of the current working group and the participants on the Ecotourism Certificate not already on the working group will be invited to join. The group can be expanded to include relevant sectors not already represented. 
Copies of the criteria will be circulated at the next meeting and BCP will assist businesses identify the criteria relevant to their service provision.

The type of supports on offer will be clarified; training, timeframes, costs, etc. 

A self sustaining Network of accredited businesses will emerge from this. This structure, its identity or brand, management, membership criteria, continuation of accreditation training and development of marketing strategies will be clarified during the course of the pilot. 
It was also suggested that the pilot consider how other training programmes relevant to the types of businesses, can sit with or tie into the Greenbox accreditation criteria.

The involvement and support of the statutory bodies and other relevant groups was highlighted as very necessary. Confirmation of this support will be sought.

	CG

CG

	3.
	Development of Strategy
Work on the development of the strategy continued with a discussion on the boundaries of the Burren area and the differentiation between inner and outer Burren. Maps were provided and used during the discussion.

It was agreed that the Outer Burren is defined by the natural boundary of the sea and inland by the necklace of towns and villages from Doolin to Corofin to Gort and Kinvarra. It was agreed to keep this inland boundary reasonably flexible to accommodate relevant services that make a significant contribution towards tourism provision in the Burren area.
It was agreed that the main rational behind the definition of an Inner or Core Burren was to actively promote a type of visitor engagement and exploration that will not contribute to environmental or community erosion. The businesses on the outer Burren will encourage soft impact type of exploration such as walkers and cyclists. The group will have to agree a policy on the types of tourism they will actively promote for the Inner Burren and how this will be implemented.
It was agreed that the Inner Burren needs to be defined in terms of access and transport. Though the High Burren or Uplands (a colour map was produced by Fir Tree Productions (on sale in Hayes Print in Ennistimon) that shows this area quite well) is an obvious physical demarcation, there are routes through these areas, the N67 and R480 (Leamaneh Castle to Newtown Cross) and the Coast road for example, that are heavily used by coaches and cars. 
Further discussion is needed and feedback from the members of the group is requested.


	

	3.
	Leave No Trace Training
Ruairi O’Conchuir gave notice of Leave No Trace training to be run on the 9th and 15th -17th of May. See attached document.
	

	
	Next meeting –  May 5th   at 7pm in Michael Cusack Centre, Carran
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