	Minutes of Meeting




	Project
	EcoTourism Meeting
	BCP

	Date 
	24/09/2008
	

	Location
	Corrofin Genealogical Centre
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Attendance
	Person
	Company
	Abbr.

	No
	Cathleen Conole
	Food/Burren Connect Advisory Committee
	CC

	Yes
	Barbara Faulkner
	Visitor Centre
	BF

	Yes
	Simon Haden
	Accommodation/EU Flower Accreditation
	SH

	Yes
	Peter Curtin (representing Birgitte)
	Slow Food/Accommodation/Visitor
	PC

	No
	Leueen J Hill
	Arts/Crafts
	LJH

	Yes
	Michael Killeen
	Farming/Education/Outdoor Activities/ Accommodation
	MK

	Yes
	Patrick McCormack
	Farming/Education/Outdoor Activities
	PMC

	Yes
	Joanna McKenna 
	Education/Learning/Outdoor Activities
	JM

	Yes
	Colin Bunce
	Education/Learning/Outdoor Activities
	CB

	Yes
	Peter McNamara
	Transport
	PeterMc

	Yes
	Michael Moore
	Arts/Crafts
	MM

	No
	Marie Neylon
	Accommodation
	MN

	Yes
	Mary O’Dea
	Farming/Education/Outdoor Activities/Food
	MOD

	Yes
	Ruairi O Conchuir
	Farming/Education/Outdoor Activities/Food
	ROC

	Yes
	Chris O’Neill
	Arts/ Crafts/ Education/ Learning Activities
	CON

	Yes
	Maureen Cleary
	Clare Tourism Forum
	MC

	Yes
	Gloria Callinan
	LEADER
	G

	Yes
	Carol Gleeson
	Burren Connect Project
	CG

	Yes
	Edel Hayes
	Burren Connect Project
	EH

	Yes
	Maria McNamara
	Burren Connect Project
	MMCN


	1.0
	Intro
	NOTE

	1.1
	Summary of what has been done so far, Workshop in Kilfenora in May, meeting in Lisdoonvarna in July where composition of group was agreed: 50/50 agencies/business representation, advertised for nominations from business sector; received 15 nominations 
Agenda for meeting:
· Agree on size of working group

· Representation

· Terms of Reference

· Communication with other interested Paties
	CG

	
	· Introductions 

1. Edel Hayes; Technical Office with BCP, responsible for Information Provision (web, publications, media), organising educational events, administrative and technical support. 
2. Dr. Maria McNamara; Geologist employed to consult and provide information on Geopark status for the Burren, implement an education, training and information programme on the Geology of the Burren, and application to UNESCO for status, if agreed. Maria gave a short introduction to the concept of Geoparks and her work programme and there was a general discussion on its relevance to the development of ecotourism in the Burren.
	CG

	
	· What should group size be?

SH proposed that 2 people could hold one position.

ROC – Bodies represented should be diverse and point was made that many of “those bodies are not in attendance tonight”
General consensus – the more diverse the group is the better as not all will turn up, keep representation as is, 15 people from Businesses 

	

	
	· Definition of the Burren

For now, it should be kept within Clare for administrative and funding reasons (with exception of Kinvarra???) – and limits defined by ring of settlements; Doolin, Lisdoonvarna, Kilfenora, Kilnaboy, Corrifin, Tubber, Boston and Kinvarra 
	

	
	· Terms of Reference

What do we want to achieve, how do we get there

Group had a broad discussion on the following topics

1. Importance of Information and Education
2. Importance of farming community and their participation
3. Appropriate scale of numbers of visitors – low volumes

4. Act as hosts who care about visitors

5. Traffic Codes; Buses Are too Large (for some areas)
6. Group representing as many people as possible

7. Should not segregate conservationists from ecotourism businesses
8. Aim to become influential – importance of agency involvement
9. Importance of Research (of the Environment & Heritage)  i.e. promote Burren as research haven
10. Information Accessibility – Website and other media
11. Sustainability and financial support
Agreed to focus on the following:
1. Information – Develop Code
2. Conservation

3. Respect
4. Education

5. Market Focus

6. Product Development – Sustainability

7. Balance

8. Training

9. Standards


	

	
	· Vision in Five Years Time
      Educated Travellers & Educated Providers that adhere to agreed standards

1. Educated to and by whom?
2. Need for additional commercial services?
3. Role of Agencies and their commitment

            - vision adopted and recognised by agencies
4. Networks, Criteria, Standards in Provision

5. Name of this Working Group

6. Political Commitment needed.
It was agreed by the group that, prior to the next meeting, individuals would communicate with BCP on proposed wording for the Terms of Reference and the Vision Statement. 


	

	
	· Next meeting

15th October, 7pm,  Corrofin Heritage Centre

	


Circulation – By Email: attendees and all others on ecotourism group mailing list
Circulation – By Mail: Patrick McCormack and Mary O’Dea
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