	Minutes of Meeting




	Project
	Ecotourism Working Group Meeting
	EWG

	Date 
	28/01/2009
	

	Location
	Michael Cusack Centre, Carran 
	

	
	
	


	Attendance
	Person
	Company
	Abbr.

	No
	Cathleen Conole
	Food/Burren Connect Advisory Committee
	CC

	No
	Barbara Faulkner
	Visitor Centre
	BF

	No
	Simon Haden
	Accommodation/EU Flower Accreditation
	SH

	No 
	Birgitta Curtin 
	Slow Food/Accommodation/Visitor
	BC

	YES
	Michael Killeen
	Farming/Education/Outdoor Activities/ Accommodation
	MK

	No
	Patrick McCormack
	Farming/Education/Outdoor Activities
	PMC

	No
	Joanna McInerney
	Education/Learning/Outdoor Activities
	JM

	No
	Colin Bunce
	Education/Learning/Outdoor Activities
	CB

	YES
	Marie Neylon
	Accommodation
	MN

	YES
	Mary O’Dea
	Farming/Education/Outdoor Activities/Food
	MOD

	YES
	Ruairi O Conchuir
	Farming/Education/Outdoor Activities/Food
	ROC

	No
	Chris O’Neill
	Arts/ Crafts/ Education/ Learning Activities
	CON

	No
	Maureen Cleary
	Clare Tourism Forum
	MC

	YES
	Gloria Callinan
	LEADER
	GC

	No
	Geraldine Enright
	Cliffs of Moher
	GE

	No
	Phil Deegan
	Shannon Development
	PD

	No
	Niall O’Dwyer 
	Doolin Activity Lodge
	NOD

	YES
	Gerry McDonough
	Farm Heritage Tours Coop
	GmcD

	No No
	Christine Grant
	National Monuments Service
	CGrant

	YES
	Robert Cassidy
	Carran Community Council/Walking
	RC

	YES
	Pat Cassidy
	Clare’s Rock Hostel
	PC

	No
	Joan Tarmey
	Environmental Officer Clare Coco 
	JT

	No
	Denise Sweeney
	Burren adventures
	DS

	No
	Katherine Webster
	Cliffs of Moher
	KW

	YES
	Carol Gleeson
	Burren Connect Project
	CG

	YES
	Edel Hayes
	Burren Connect Project
	EH

	No
	Maria McNamara
	Burren Connect Project
	MMCN


	1.0
	Introductions
	NOTE

	1.1
	Apologies for non-attendance from Simon Haden, Maureen Cleary, Chris O’Neill, Joan Tarmey, Birgitta Curtin.

	

	2.0
	Minutes
	

	
	Proposed by Gloria Callinan and seconded by Michael Killeen. 
No matters arising.

	

	3.0
	Training Programmes
	

	
	· An overview of The Eco Tourism Certification course thus far was given by CG. The course is accredited by FETAC. 
· The next stage of the course is a 2 day visit to the Green Box, which may now be held on the 9th/10th of March. Skillnett co-ordinator Sinead Barrins will confirm asap.

· CG also proposed that the group avail of the Limerick Ennis Energy Agency and recommended a workshop on practical energy saving methods.

· It was agreed that this workshop should take place before the trip to Greenbox


	

	4.0
	Development of Strategy
Standards and Accreditation

· It was agreed that the group should encourage the adoption of a nationally and internationally recognised ecotourism certification and accreditation for Burren businesses interested in becoming ecotourism providers.
· The EU Flower is the accepted accommodation standard in Europe and is being promoted by Failte Ireland. Two members of the working group are already seeking this award for their accommodation.
· It was agreed that we should seek advice and direction from Failte Ireland on the adoption of a more general standard to cover other activities and services. A letter will be sent by Burren Connect on behalf of the working group to Paddy Mathews of Failte Ireland seeking a decision on a national accreditation award and a meeting to discuss this issue.

Structure: Geographic Boundaries
· General consensus was that the focus of the working group should be the Clare Burren for the time being. 

· The distinction between the Outer and Inner Burren is important. Much discussion centred around these boundaries, the main proposal is that the outer Burren could be defined by the necklace of towns that surround the Burren with this boundary/line being fluid. The inner Burren being the Burren Uplands and the routs that serve this area. It was agreed that we will bring maps to the next meeting to finalise this.

	

	5.0
	· To Do
Arrange meeting with Pat Stephens (Limerick Clare Energy Agency) possibly the last week in February, hopefully Wednesday 25th at 11am in Corofin.
· Contact Paddy Mathews re: National Certification
· Ask Failte Ireland/Greenbox to send copies of assignment and of Eco Course Book to us so that we can distribute to the group.

	

	
	Next meeting – March 25th at 7pm in Michael Cusack Centre, Carran
	


Circulation – By Email: attendees and all others on ecotourism group mailing list
Circulation – By Mail: Patrick McCormack and Mary O’Dea
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