	Minutes of Meeting




	Project
	Ecotourism Working Group Meeting
	EWG

	Date 
	03/12/2008
	

	Location
	Carran Cassidy’s Pub
	

	
	
	


	Attendance
	Person
	Company
	Abbr.

	Yes
	Cathleen Conole
	Food/Burren Connect Advisory Committee
	CC

	No
	Barbara Faulkner
	Visitor Centre
	BF

	Yes
	Simon Haden
	Accommodation/EU Flower Accreditation
	SH

	No
	Birgitta Curtin 
	Slow Food/Accommodation/Visitor
	BC

	Yes
	Michael Killeen
	Farming/Education/Outdoor Activities/ Accommodation
	MK

	Yes
	Patrick McCormack
	Farming/Education/Outdoor Activities
	PMC

	Yes
	Joanna McInerney
	Education/Learning/Outdoor Activities
	JM

	No
	Colin Bunce
	Education/Learning/Outdoor Activities
	CB

	Yes
	Marie Neylon
	Accommodation
	MN

	Yes
	Mary O’Dea
	Farming/Education/Outdoor Activities/Food
	MOD

	No
	Ruairi O Conchuir
	Farming/Education/Outdoor Activities/Food
	ROC

	Yes
	Chris O’Neill
	Arts/ Crafts/ Education/ Learning Activities
	CON

	Yes
	Maureen Cleary
	Clare Tourism Forum
	MC

	Yes
	Gloria Callinan
	LEADER
	GC

	No
	Geraldine Enright
	Cliffs of Moher
	GE

	No
	Phil Deegan
	Shannon Development
	PD

	No
	Niall O’Dwyer 
	Doolin Activity Lodge
	NOD

	No
	Gerry McDonough
	Farm Heritage Tours Coop
	GmcD

	Yes
	Christine Grant
	National Monuments Service
	CGrant

	Yes
	Robert Cassidy
	Carran Community Council/Walking
	RC

	Yes
	Pat Cassidy
	Clare’s Rock Hostel
	PC

	No
	Joan Tarmey
	Environmental Officer Clare Coco 
	JT

	No
	Denise Sweeney
	Burren adventures
	DS

	Yes
	Katherine Webster
	Cliffs of Moher
	KW

	Yes
	Carol Gleeson
	Burren Connect Project
	CG

	No
	Edel Hayes
	Burren Connect Project
	EH

	Yes
	Maria McNamara
	Burren Connect Project
	MMCN


	1.0
	Introductions
	NOTE

	1.1
	Apologies for non-attendance from Ruairi O Conchuir, Joan Tarmy and Brigitte Curtin.

	

	2.0
	Minutes
	

	
	Proposed by Katherine Webster and seconded by Gloria Callinan. No matters arising.

	

	3.0
	Discussion
	

	
	Agreed nine Terms of Reference
1. To develop overall strategies for the development of Eco-Tourism in the Burren.

2. To provide information and opportunities for engagement and feedback for local communities on the workings of the Group.

3. To explore and define the geographic boundary and difference between inner and outer Burren for Eco-Tourism development and identity. 

4. To ensure the promotion of environmental sustainability is at the core of what we do.

5. To ensure the promotion of a co-ordinated Burren based education programme.

6. To ensure that the Eco-Tourism developments we promote provides direct benefits to local communities.

7. To represent Farmers, Communities, Businesses and Education providers interested in the development of Eco-Tourism in the Burren. 

8. To establish sufficient support mechanisms for investment, promotion and networks to ensure long term sustainability of Burren Communities in an internationally recognised Eco-Tourism area.

9. To establish criteria to measure and monitor the success of strategies. 
The main points raised during the discussion were as follows:

· Discussion on the relationship between farming and ecotourism.

Need to link tourists (especially those at visitor centres) with farmers. Eligibility of different types of farming (REPS- / BurrenLife- / organic farming) for an ecotourism award. Land access should be part of the Ecotourism Working Group (EWG) Action Plan. Licensing of tour guides; emphasis on locals. Ultimate decision on identity of tour guide rests with landowner. Mutually agreed access arrangements, and regular contact with landowners, would be a prerequisite of any accommodation provider receiving a Burren ecotourism award.

· Discussion on planning.

Planning is an extremely important issue for the sustainability of communities, especially in the inner Burren, and so needs to be part of the EWG’s remit. The EWG is limited to ecotourism-related planning issues, e.g. development of facilities in vulnerable parts of the Burren. Group could make submissions to the County Development Plan. 

· Assessment.

Baseline information and statistics important to measure impact of ecotourism.  EWG will develop the ecotourism label for the Burren as a group and seek external assessment of standards, potentially from the NSAI (National Standards Authority of Ireland, who award the EU flower label).


	

	4.0
	Training programme.
Announcement re forthcoming first instalment of the training course on Wednesday 10th November provided by Responsible Tourism Skillnet. Dates and other details of subsequent instalments are not yet finalised.


	

	5.0
	Future topics
Topic of next EWG meeting is the EWG strategy. Members agree to prepare notes and submit to CG prior to the next meeting.


	

	
	Next meeting – 7 pm on Wednesday 28th January at Michael Cusack Centre, Carran. 


	


Circulation – By Email: attendees and all others on ecotourism group mailing list
Circulation – By Mail: Patrick McCormack and Mary O’Dea
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